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Each year my wife Kimberly and I have hosted what is called a “North Pole Party.”  In the most recent years of hosting this gathering, we were able to not only bring together warmth and holiday spirit, but also a gift of money to help a special person in need.  This year my wife and I have canceled the North Pole Party for as much as we enjoy all of the beauty it brings, we need to take time to slow things down a bit and enjoy our time together as a family.  


I have always realized the importance of giving back to our community.  Since my own personal injury happened nineteen years ago, my family and I have dedicated our lives to helping others in need.  With that being said, I would like to introduce you to a brave young man named Brandon.   Brandon is a healthy nineteen year old soldier in the United States Air Force; at least he was when he woke up the morning of July 19, 2007.  Later that day he would suffer from a hemorrhagic stroke.  The stroke brought this young soldier to the ground and would forever change his life.  The stroke paralyzed Brandon on the left side of his body, impaired his speech, weakened his cognitive skills, and destroyed his vision to near blindness.  Since the tragedy, his mother Carol has continued to fight long and hard to make certain her son is receiving the care that he needs.  After almost two years of intensive acute rehabilitation programs, some with no or very minimal progress, Carol began to research other avenues.  In her search she found what is called, “stem cell therapy.”  Stem cell research is perhaps the most exciting medical technology of the 21st Century.  Stem cells hold the promise of treatments and cures for more than 70 major diseases and conditions that affect millions of people.  Carol continued to dig deeper into this amazing breakthrough out of desperation for her son to have a chance at optimal recovery.  During her search, she came across Beike Biotechnology, a research laboratory located in China that performs procedures in stem cell therapy.  In the early part of this summer, Carol and Brandon scraped up as much money as they possibly could and set out on there journey to the other side of the world.  Beike Biotechnology’s recommended treatment is a series of seven operations.  Brandon has been able to complete five of the seven operations.  Only five of the seven operations were able to be performed because of the high financial cost of each procedure.  Carol has noticed a dramatic improvement in Brandon’s recovery after each treatment, such as the ability to have more complex conversations.  She is certain that each of the remaining two treatments will continue to aid Brandon in his recovery and help to improve his quality of life.  Brandon may never again serve in the Air Force, but can he still live a fuller life?


I have personally been paying close attention to this breakthrough in technology that could someday win against diseases.  Some researchers believe that stem cell therapy will help the paralyzed walk and the blind see.  As some of you know, I have learned to turn the page and move on in life even through complete darkness.  There has been no answer for myself in regards to possibly being able to ever see again, but I have learned to accept this situation that has come to me.  For now, I must continue to pay close attention to this technology and support whatever is needed to bring this dream to a reality for Brandon and his family.  


This year my wife and I along with my business Certain Victory Food Services, Inc. who provides the labor for the food service of Fort Lewis, will be making a donation to assist Brandon in being able to move forward and receive the additional treatments that are needed.  Brandon and his family will now join a list of others that my family and I have felt so honored to help since our time of feeding the soldiers at Fort Lewis and living in this local area. These individuals listed below are just some of the ones that Certain Victory Food Services and the Ott family have stepped forward to assist.  There are several others but these are ones that have gained much community support via media attention.

*Family members of the victims who were involved in the most recent horrific incident at Fort Hood

*Fort Lewis Wounded Warrior Program

*Wounded Warrior SGT Quitman Lockley(Trey) his wife Brandy, daughters Riley & Shae NOTE: Family selected via Wounded Warrior Program of the U.S. Army
*Maria Federici
*Stiesha Smith  
In addition, we will be hosting a fundraiser Saturday, November 28th at El Gaucho’s in Tacoma.  I am hoping that through this event, as well as help from the community, we are able to raise enough money to help this amazing young man get closer to achieving the dreams and goals he once had.  


For those of you who are interested in donating to this cause, please make checks payable to the, “Brandon Joseph Gauvreau Special Needs Trust”.  To contact Robert J. Ott regarding donation to this cause go to the following email address:
pilsung@comcast.net
The following is a list of the small businesses and families that have stepped forward to make a difference in this young man’s life.

Certain Victory Food Services Inc.
Cantu Services Inc.

Brent F. Dille- Owens Davies Fristoe Taylor & Schultz, PS
Flowering Warrior Enterprises LLC

Flowering Warrior Enterprises (SP)

Certain Victory Management LLC.

Utilizations Inc.

REI Construction Inc.

Bellevue Natural Health

Ace Bookkeeping

Honeywell Security

Pints & Quarts

Williams Group

Access Technology

Lake Wood Taxi

Cohn Family

Russel Woosley & Zenaida Almodovar
Harper Family

Capital West Limousine Services

Furthermore, El Gaucho’s will be donating the room as well as the appetizers for the reception.
It is without question that an event such as this displays people coming together to make a difference.  This is surely a demonstration of people caring for one another and the future we come to face despite the economical challenges we are all experiencing.  I do not know if stem cell research will be an answer for me in my time, but I do know that in one way or another it is going to make a difference for the future of our children and I do know that it has already made a difference for Brandon.  This is what the Holiday Season is all about when we look at the big picture.  This is “Vision today for vision tomorrow”…..!

